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purpose. Instruction in swimming at the local baths has also
been provided as part of the school curriculum. Some of the
newer elementary schools, provided by L.E.A.s, have their
own playing-fields; but even so there has been, and still is,
a considerable shortage of facilities, not only for children at
school, but even more for young people who are no longer
under full-time instruction. It was to meet the needs of such
as these, in particular, that the National Playing Fields
Association was founded in 1925.

Another aspect of the same movement was the establish-
ment of evening play-centres. A pioneer in this work was
the Children's Happy Evenings Association, which had
started its operations in 1888. By 1914 there were ninety-
four centres in London and forty-one in the Provinces
where children in poor districts could find opportunities
for play after school hours. Later the Play Centres Associa-
tion, due largely to Mrs. Humphry Ward, used school
premises for two hours in the evening on five days a week,
so as to provide play facilities. The Education (Adminis-
trative Provisions) Act of 1907 included a clause empower-
ing L.E.A.s to provide such centres or to aid voluntary
agencies in providing them; and in 1917 State grants were
made available for this purpose. This led to an increase in
the number of play centres, and by the end of March 1918
they totalled ^171. These centres not only provided for
organised games, but also for singing and dancing, and for
painting, needlework, and handicrafts. Opportunities were
also given for children to read or play quietly with toys on
their own initiative.

It may not be out of place in this context to discuss
another movement which has affinities with those which
have already been described. This is the work and the in-
fluence in this country of Maria Montessori. Her theories
owe much to those of Froebel, but sheput them into practice